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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  

Professors’ Organization Condemns UNC Board of Governors’ “Free Speech” Policy 

 

Boone, NC 

December 14, 2017 

 

The North Carolina Conference of the American Association of University Professors (AAUP) has 

condemned the “free speech” policy that the University of North Carolina Board of Governors is 

scheduled to consider on Friday, December 15. In the name of true free speech, the North Carolina 

AAUP calls on the Board to reject this policy. 

A North Carolina AAUP petition opposing the Board’s “free speech” policy had, by Thursday, 

December 14, received over 378 signatures from concerned faculty, students, and citizens from across 

the state. The petition is available here.  

The North Carolina AAUP opposes the UNC Board’s policy (as well as the law it is designed to 

implement) on the following grounds: 

1. It makes dissent scary, unsafe, and punishable. 

The policy prohibits expression that “substantially interferes with the protected free speech rights 

of others,” a provision so broadly defined it could potentially be used to discipline any student who 

disagrees vocally with a speaker, anywhere on campus. 

2. It will chill healthy academic discourse and debate. 

The policy appears to create new restrictions not found in the law itself, notably by inventing such 

terms as “acceptable forms of dissent.” 

3. It gives preference to some forms of speech over others. 

Both the law and the policy show a preference for speech over counter-speech, which is contrary to 

First Amendment jurisprudence. 

A more complete statement of North Carolina AAUP’s position on this policy is available here. 

The North Carolina AAUP also finds that the Board follows a double-standard when it comes to 

campus free speech: while implementing a law that expects “institutional neutrality regarding political 

and social issues” of UNC campuses, it has nonetheless invited Dr. Robert P. George of Princeton 

University, a hyper-partisan conservative activist, to address the Board on December15. (For more on 

this issue, see this article by two North Carolina AAUP members). 

The policy that the Board of Governors will consider on December 15 is mandated by the “North 

Carolina Restore Campus Free Speech Act,” which the North Carolina legislature passed earlier this 

year, becoming law (S.L. 2017-196) on July 31, 2017. The law was directly inspired by a proposal by 
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the Goldwater Institute, a conservative think tank. The legislation’s premise is that free speech is under 

attack on American campuses. Among other provisions, the law places strict disciplinary measures 

against individuals accused of violating the free speech rights of others, says that universities ought to 

be neutral on public issues, and empowers the Board of Governors to issue annual reports on campus 

free speech. The Board’s Committee on University Governance, approved the policy, entitled “Free 

Speech and Free Expression Within the University of North Carolina” (available here, item A-4), at its 

November 3 meeting. 

Founded in 1915, the AAUP is a national organization of American college and university professors 

which has chapters on over 450 campuses. According to its website, the AAUP’s mission is to “to 

advance academic freedom and shared governance; to define fundamental professional values and 

standards for higher education; to promote the economic security of faculty, academic professionals, 

graduate students, post‐doctoral fellows, and all those engaged in teaching and research in higher 

education; to help the higher education community organize to make our goals a reality; and to ensure 

higher education's contribution to the common good.” Prominent members have included John Dewey 

and Albert Einstein.  

 

Organization: North Carolina Conference of the American Association of University Professors 

(AAUP) 

 

Contact:  

Dr. Michael C. Behrent, Vice-President of the NC State AAUP conference (and Associate Professor of 

History, Appalachian State University) 

Email (preferred): michaelcbehrent@gmail.com   

Phone: 828-719-5759 
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